
 

The following is the weekly communications briefing for the week ending 9-3-21 on 
behalf of Dr. Cash.   

Dear Colleagues:  

On Monday, I met with Mr. David Rust, Executive Director for Say Yes Buffalo.  We 
discussed key start-up strategies and planning for Say Yes staff as we launch a full re-
opening of our schools.  As our key strategic partner, Say Yes staff are fully integrated 
into our school-based staffs.  Look for Saturday Academies at our Community Schools 
to launch, Parent Centers to open, and essential family support staff to be fully in place 
during the month of September. 
 

 
 

On Wednesday, the Arthur O. Eve School #61 community, Mrs. Constance Eve, and 
various Buffalo Board of Education Members and elected officials were present as we 
unveiled a mural depicting the Honorable Arthur O. Eve on the Buffalo Public School 
that bears his name.  This unveiling will serve as our acknowledgement of Mr. Eve’s 
contributions to the field of education and the community at large.  Mr. Eve’s career 
goal was first and foremost dedicated to “serving underserved individuals in 
underserved communities.”   
 

 
 
 
Mr. Eve, now retired, served as a Democratic member of the New York State Assembly 
and Deputy Speaker of the Assembly representing districts in Buffalo, New York.  See 



his biography at Uncrowned Community Builders.  Many community leaders attended 
the unveiling including Board Member Sharon Belton-Cottman, who was a featured 
speaker, At Large Member Terrence Heard, and Central District Representative Paulette 
Woods.  Many had stories about the way Mr. Eve touched their lives both directly and 
indirectly through his work toward equity. 
 

   
 
The mural was painted by a Buffalo-based Artist (Julia Bottoms). Ms. Bottoms is a local 
artist of a number of widely praised and highly visible murals within the region.  Some 
of Ms. Bottoms productions/creations focuses on political, social, radical, and gender 
issues. Ms. Bottoms is most known for her co-production of The Freedom Wall across 
from the Buffalo Academy for the Visual and Performing Arts in (2017).  Ms. Bottoms 
also currently serves as an adjunct instructor for Medaille and Villa Maria College where 
she teaches art related courses.  
 

 
 

During the month of August, the Office of Parent and Family Engagement (OPFE) under 
the direction of Associate Superintendent, Dr. Ramona Reynolds, partnered with 
organizations to support students return to in-person instruction for the new school 
year.  On Wednesday, August 25th, the team worked closely with the incredible servant 
leaders of Destiny International Church.  Outreach efforts were successful as evidenced 
by the long line of families that formed, even before the start of the event. In addition 
to school-supply-filled backpacks donated by the OPFE, Destiny International also 
provided clothes and other essentials. The OPFE will return to Destiny International on 
Saturday, September 11th for a second distribution.  
 

https://www.uncrownedcommunitybuilders.com/person/arthur-o-eve


 
 
Community outreach continued with another faith-based organization, Prince of Peace, 
as well as other groups for its Sunday Outdoors event on August 29th.  Families 
graciously received free book bags, school supplies, dental screenings, haircuts, and 
lunch prepared on the outdoor grill.  Thank you, Destiny International and Prince of 
Peace for identifying a need and allowing the occasion for BPS to join your wonderful 
organizations in servicing families of our community. 
 

 
 

Dr. George E. Blackman School of Excellence #54 celebrated the upcoming return to 
school with over 700 members of the school community on Thursday!  Over 32 
community agencies were present to support #54 families as we return for a fantastic 
year of academic and personal growth!  Principal Greg Johnson expresses special 
thanks to Board Members Terrance Heard and Sharon Belton-Cottman for joining the 
#54 festivities and their unwavering support! 
 
 



 
 

Recently, Section VI honored five of our Buffalo coaches.  Director of Athletics Michael 
House says coaches were awarded for their leadership, sportsmanship and commitment 
to excellence in our school communities.  The coaches honored are as follows: Khalil 
Cottman, Head Boys Basketball Coach - Lewis J. Bennett HS; Tim Delaney, Head 
Football Coach - South Park High; Deborah Matos, Head Girls Volleyball Coach - City 
Honors School; John McMahon, Head Baseball Coach - City Honors School; and Kaitlin 
States, Head Boys Track Coach - Fredrick Law Olmsted HS.  Thank you, coaches, for all 
you do for our scholar athletes! 

        

       Coach Tim Delaney                               Coach Kaitlin States        Coach Khalil Cottman 

    

      Coach John McMahon                     Coach Deborah Matos and her Volleyball Champs 



 

 

Olmsted graduate and Bennett football star, Isaiah McDuffie, made the 53 man roster 
as a first year Green Bay Packer! We join his proud father, BPS Coach Stevenson 
McDuffie, in celebration.  Isaiah has gone from being a top linebacker at Boston 
College, with a degree in applied psychology and human development, to a sixth round 
NFL Draft choice for the Green Bay Packers! Green Bay’s first regular season game will 
take place on Sunday, September 12.  We will cheer you on, Isaiah! 
 

     
 

Today, we celebrated Mayor Byron W. Brown’s “Earn While You Learn” program for 
summer school students with a press conference at East High School.  The program is a 
3-year effort to keep the City’s most vulnerable students on track academically following 
Covid-related remote learning. With Earn While You Learn, students don’t have to worry 
about choosing a summer job over classroom study.  Instead, they can earn 
$12.50/hour by making up course credit and remaining on track for graduation.  I thank 
Mayor Brown for collaborating with me to create an innovative Earn While You Learn 
Summer Work Opportunity for high school youth in our school district.  151 students 
participated in the program. All 151 who started the program, completed.  Of the 151, 
twenty-one (21) were 12th graders and all 21 graduated!  Board President Louis 
Petrucci was in attendance. 

 
 
Today, Security Officers from across the district participated in their first culturally 
responsive professional development, entitled Implicit Bias, facilitated by the Office of 
Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Initiatives (CLRI).  Participants engaged in 



courageous dialogue related to implicit bias, racial microaggressions, systemic racism 
and the District’s Four High Leverage Strategies for CLRT.  Security Officers were very 
vocal about the need to be culturally sensitive and understand how systemic racism and 
implicit bias can play into daily operations, where students are then criminalized 
and over penalized. De-escalation and conflict resolution techniques were also 
discussed. Conversations took place related to the District’s position with students 
wearing hoodies and its unjust association with criminality, along with the importance of 
building relationships with students. Security Officers concluded their training by 
creating a list of actions that they can do to create a welcoming environment for the 
students in their buildings.  Kudos to Executive Director of District Safety and Security 
Fred Wagstaff and Supervisor Dayeenah Prim for their great leadership in organizing 
the training in collaboration with Dr. Fatima Morrell, Chief of CLRI, Equity, and 
Diversity. 
 

 
 
As our Executive Director of District Safety and Security par excellence, Fred Wagstaff is 
preparing his security officers for a challenging year.  Here he is with a longtime 
Lafayette school Security Officer, who is a friendly presence and comfort to the 
students of Lafayette, Rob Diaz. 
 

 
 

West District Board Member Jennifer Mecozzi, with some help from her Buffalo Parent 
Teacher Organization friends, invites families to a backpack giveaway tomorrow! See 
you there! 
 



 
 

School begins next Wednesday!  Enjoy your Labor Day weekend! 
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 


